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favour of this fund was, that whether by annual subscriptions,
or dinners, or any of the other various methods adopted, in no
case was the collection made at such a small cost. The whole of
the money contributed, with the exception of three per cent.,
which was the cost of collection, went direct to the funds of
the hospitals and dispensaries. They had no rent, rates, or
taxes to pay, for through the kindness of each successive
Lord Mayor they were able to carry on the whole of the
business at the Mansion House. They had collected on an
average during the last thirteen years between &pound;28,000 and
&pound;30,000 on Hospital Sunday, from about 1500 congregations ;
but that was not anything like the sum they ought to collect or
would collect if the question was fairly and clearly understood
by the public of that great metropolis (applause). &pound;34,000
only enabled them to contribute about one-eighth of what was
absolutely necessary for carrying on these hospitals and dis-
pensaries. The number of patients coming to the London
hospitals continually increased, not merely in proportion to
the ratio of the population, but as they increased the facility
of communication between the metropolis and large towns in
the country districts, patients who could not be as efficiently
and carefully dealt with in the country were continually sent
up to London in larger and larger numbers. He hoped,
therefore, that all provincial visitors to London, of whom
there were so many at this time of the year, would give a
contribution in recognition of the use made of the London
hospitals by the country people. He called attention to a
statement in the Dail ,y Telegraph that morning, challeng-
ing the idea that all the great London hospitals-Guy’s, St.
Thomas’s, and Bartholomew’s-were in debt. As treasurer of
St. Bartholomew’s, he was happy to state that it was not in
debt ; but all these hospitals had been seriously crippled, and
all the others, without exception, were actually in debt,
owing to the serious diminution of their incomes, and in many
cases hospitals had had to draw very largely upon their capital.
He was very glad these meetings were being held, and felt
sure that it was only necessary to bring the facts before the
public, and to make them clearly understand the facts of the
case, in order to secure a very largely increased support. He
added that none of the funds collected on Hospital Sunday
would go to Bartholomew’s, St. Thomas’s, or Guy’s. Those
hospitals had not yet applied to be on the fund, though the
time might come when they would have to do so.
The resolution was unanimously agreed to.
The EARL OF CADOGAN moved: "That this meeting regrets

to learn that the expenditure of the hospitals and medical
charities of this district in the year 1885 exceeded the chari-
table income by &pound;20.000, and pledges itself to increased exer-
tion with the view of preventing any like deficiency during the
year." He said that hospitals really covered nearly all the
aims and objects of really true charity. It had been said that

poverty leads to sickness, and that was no doubt true ; but it
was also equally true that sickness itself very often led to po-
verty. By the means of hospitals those who, if their sickness
had not been cured, would have been plunged into want and
misery, were saved to live lives of usefulness and to be able to
support their families. That being so, and the advantage of
hospitals being so patent to all, how was it that even in that
district the expenditure had so largely exceeded the income ?
That question required an answer, and the best answer
which could be given would be that year by year they should
endeavour to supply that want, until at last it should be
found that the annual income of these charities was equal
to their expenditure.

Sir WILLIAM: VIAC CoRMac seconded the resolution, and
said he was in some sense an outsider, because he belonged
to one of those great hospitals (St. Thomas’s) which were out-
side the sphere of the operations of this fund. Sir Sydney
Waterlow had told them, with regard to St. Thomas’s,
that it was restricted in the usefulness it might otherwise
be doing, by the diminution of its income in recent years.
It was quite true that these great hospitals had suffered
with the others. Nothing more astonishing had come out
in the inquiry that had resulted from the institution oj
these meetings, than the fact of the very limited number ol
persons who subscribed to the London hospitals. There
were some hundreds of them, and yet, as he was informed

but one person in every hundred was a subscriber
to these charitable institutions. Surely there must be
some reason for this that was not apparent on

the surface. He could scarcely imagine that anyone
understanding and knowing something of the work done
in those institutions could hesitate to respond to the call
which had now been made upon them. In the hospital
to which he belonged there was a large number of beds
occupied by sick and sorely suffering persons, but not merely
were the beds occupied, but every day and every week
hundreds upon hundreds came to that and other hospitals
with many ailments, for which they could be treated as out-
patients. The benefits of the out-patient department were
perhaps not sufficiently realised, but they were not less great
than the work done within the hospital wards themselves. Of
one thing he was sure, namely, that hospitals were a necessity
of their social organization. They would never be able to do
without them, and if the community at large did not support
them, then the State must step in and do it. That no doubt
would be a disaster. He knew from personal experience what
the rate and State supported hospitals were in France, Germany,
and Austria, and he could assure them that the sympathy there
afforded was not the same kind of sympathy with that given
in the voluntary hospitals of this country. Patients in foreign
hospitals were looked upon in some instances as subjects for
scientific consideration; whereas, as had been truly said by
a speaker at one of the former meetings, each one of the
patients in an English hospital, was regarded as everyone could
wish to be regarded if in a similar condition, and nothing was
done that would not be freely done to those who might be
very near and dear to the attending physicians and surgeons
themselves.
The resolution was adopted.
On the motion of Mr. H. C. Burdett, seconded by the Rev.Dr. Finch, a cordial vote of thanks was accorded to the

speakers and to the Duke of Norfolk for presiding, and the
proceedings terminated.

MEETING AT ST. ANDREW’S HALL,
NEWMAN-STREET.

THE fourth District meeting was held at St. Andrew’s
Hall, Newman-street, on Thursday evening, the 24th ult.,
under the presidency of the Earl of Northbrook, who was
supported by Lord C. Beresford, M.P., Mr. Bauman, M.P.,
Mr. Seager Hunt, M.P., Sir Julian Goldsmid, Bart., M.P.,
Sir Risdon Bennett, F.R.S., Mr. J. McMillan, Mr. H. C.

Burdett, Rev. Dr. Finch, Mr. R. N. Custance, &c. There
was a very good attendance, including many tradesmen and
working men.
Lord NORTHBROOK, in stating the objects of the meeting,

claimed that no provision could be made by any man,
however wealthy he might be, with respect to accidents, at
all approaching that made in the hospitals, and the same
thing might be said with regard to the vast majority of the
population in reference to disease. There had been 59,000 in-
patients, and 941,000 out-patients, treated in those institu-
tions in the course of the last year (applause), and the cost of
dealing with this vast mass of human misery was &pound;490,000.
The annual income, he was sorry to say, was only .6450,000,
leaving a deficit of .640,000 on the year 1885 alone; and
an additional sum of &pound;40,000, making &pound;80,000 in all, was
required to place these institutions in a thoroughly satis-
factory and efficient condition. So that, although they
might congratulate themselves on the large development
and great efficiency of these hospitals, they must also look
in the face the necessity for increasing the amount of annual
contribution, in order to maintain that efficiency. It was
for that object that this movement had been inaugurated,
and it was one which must commend itself to all who took
an interest in their fellow-creatures. No doubt just now
times were hard on everybody, and he did not know that
those interested in hospitals had any real cause to complain
of the manner in which the middle classes of the country
helped to support them. It was not their wish to throw
blame upon any one class; what they wanted was to call
the attention of everyone to the necessity of hospitals, and
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by more earnest effort to increase the channels of contribu-
tion to those institutions. The way to keep up the funds of
a charity was to encourage as much as possible small i
contributions. The mechanics and artisans were in many
cases those who got the most advantage from the hospitals,
especially with respect to accident wards; and he was quite
sure that if efforts were organised to obtain contributions in
their great manufactories and workshops, something might
be done to increase this fund. Referring to that particular
district, he said the finances of their hospitals were rather
worse than they should be as compared with those of the
whole area of the metropolis, the deficit being no less than
.618,000 on last years working alone.
Lord CHARLES BERESFORD, M.P., moved the first resolu-

tion, pledging the meeting to use every endeavour to arouse
the inhabitants of the district to the importance of main-
taining the hospitals and medical charities in the utmost
efficiency, and urging the clergy and ministers of religion
to make an earnest appeal to the people, so that the whole
sum collected on Hospital Sunday should not be less than
&pound;80,000. He said of all the forms of charity to which their
great and generous-hearted nation subscribed, there was no
form so grand as that which gives money towards the hos-
pitals. He showed that while in 1873, the first year in
which the Hospital Sunday collection was taken, &pound;27,370
was collected and divided among fifty-four hospitals and
fifty-three dispensaries; in 1885 the amount collected I
&pound;32,000) was divided among 140 hospitals and dispensaries,
so that their proportionate share was much diminished. He 
urged that special attention should be directed to the Hos-
pital Saturday Fund, as it seemed capable of very great
expansion with a more extended organisation. A French-
man had once said, on learning that the English hospitals
were voluntarily supported, that that fact ought to be
inscribed outside the building in letters of gold, and he
agreed with the Frenchman. (Applause.)
Mr. BAUMAN, M.P., in seconding the resolution, said he

had lately taken a deeper interest in the London hospitals
from the conviction that if they were going to have two
general elections a year he should very shortly become
an inmate of one of those hospitals. (Laughter and I
applause.) It would be interesting to stop and ask the
average Londoner-the man in the white hat who rides on i
the knifeboard of the omnibus, and who Lord Palmerston
used to say you must question if you want to get at the
average mind-how he thought the 104 hospitals in London,
of which we are all so justly proud, have been founded, and
how they are maintained ? Judging from the amount ot con-
tributions traceable to the inhabitants of the metropolis, the
average Londoner apparently thought that hospitals grew by
some unaided operation of nature, for in no other way was it
possible to explain the fact that in the richest city of the
world, whose mere bricks and mortar were valued at some-
thing over thirty millions sterling, the annual average sum
collected for hospitals on Hospital Sunday varied from
- 628,000 to .634,000. When they came to consider the
amount of money that was spent-he supposed he must
not say wasted-on politics and pleasure, they would
agree with him that that was a ridiculously small
result. (Applause.) It only amounted to .61 per thousand
people-at least so he was told by an arithmetician in
The Times, and if they were very good arithmeticians
they could find out for themselves what an infinitesimal
fraction of a farthing that was per head of the popula-
tion. He confessed that the sum was too difficult for him.
He was bound to add, for the credit of Londoners, his
conviction that their omission was one more of ignorance
than of ill-will; if they did not open their purse-strings
as liberally as they might and ought, it was not because they
undervalued the good work being done by the hospitals, nor
was it because they failed to appeciate the absolute necessity
of their existence. They had hitherto laboured under a hazy
and comfortable delusion that there were plenty of rich people
who were always dying and leaving money to hospitals.
The facts brought to light during the past week must have
opened their eyes rather rudely. It was, he believed, too
true that most hospitals lived, like Mr. Micawber, in a state
of perennial expectation that something would turn up
(laughter) in the shape of a windfall. But whether it was
due to the depression of trade or to the development of
medical science, the fact remained that rich people no longer

die (laughter), or rather, he ought to say, people no longer
die rich in these days. It was to supplement and compensate
this falling off in benevolent bequests that this strong,
earnest, and, he hoped, successful attempt was being made
to stir up not only the consciences and compassion but also
the ordinary prudence of Londoners. For, after all, it is a
matter of common prudence to keep our hospitals going.
It is only in the houses of the comparatively rich, only in
the houses of the few that there is adequate accommodation
for the sick and wounded or invalid. Hospitals, therefore,
seemed to him to be as much necessaries of our modern
life as gas, water, and drainage, for which we all

pay such heavy taxes so cheerfully and so ungrudgingly.
He hoped that this year the amount of contributions to
the hospitals would double that of the previous year.
(Applause.)
The resolution was carried by acclamation.
Sir RISDON BENNETT, in moving the second resolution,

" That this meeting regrets to learn that the expenditure of
the hospitals and medical charities of this district in the
year 1885 exceeded the income by .618,000, and pledges
itself to increased exertion with the view of preventing any
like deficiency during the current year," said there was
hardly anything more conducive to the interests of their
country as a great commercial country than the support of
the various institutions by means of which labour and all
its adjuncts were carried on so much more efficiently than
they could be without those aids. It was the greatest
glory of this country that charitable institutions were
voluntarily supported. There was no country in the world
that could make such a splendid display of hospitals and
benevolent institutions established by the freewill offerings
of the people, without any aid from the Government, and
one of the most striking features in the development of the
colonies was their imitation of the mother country in this
respect. Hospitals were institutions by which the public
at large were benefited indirectly as much as those who
were assisted there, because it was in the hospitals alone
that students could gain the skill which resulted from
personal observation of disease on a large scale, and which
they were afterwards able to put into practice in their pro-
fessional life. He was sure that nothing would tend so
much to secure the success of this movement as to
make the action of the hospitals more generally known.
(Applause.)

Mr. SEAGER HUNT, M.P., seconded the resolution. He
said that, notwithstanding the immense amount of relief
afforded, only &pound;6000 had been collected in that rich district
last year. If every one of the patients attended to had sub-
scribed Is. on leaving the hospital an additional income of
&pound;8500 would have been raised. If the cost of maintenance
were put upon the State, the poor would feel the additional
burden, while the rich would be relieved.
Mr. H. C. BURDETT supported the resolution, and said the

deficiency was not .E18.100 but .622,500, because a sum of
&pound;4400 in connexion with some extra new buildings of the
Middlesex Hospital had been accidentally omitted. They
had heard from Sir Risdon Bennett and others that were it
not for hospitals they would have no doctors; but it was
also the fact that but for these institutions they could have
no trained nurses and no skilled nursing. THE LANCET had
sent a special commissioner through all the hospitals of
London, and after spending two months in that work he
came back and said, " I will tell you why the hospitals
want funds. It is a very simple matter. It is because the
people do not know what the hospitals are doing. If the
people knew what was done in the hospitals they would
not want money, and the managers would probably have
more money than they knew what to do with." Applying
that experience, it was hoped that this Hospitals Week
might not be a transitory movement, but that it might
take root and flourish and become permanent. He suggested
the formation of a Hospital Society in every parish, which
might become an organisation for the relief of every kind
of human suffering, and also keep alive public interest in
this great question.
The resolution was carried unanimously.

, On the motion of Mr. J. McMillan, seconded by the Rev.
Canon Barker, a vote of thanks was passed by acclamation
to Lord Northbrook for his kindness in presiding.


